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THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT CROSS PARY GROUP ON HUMAN 

RIGHTS 

 
AGENDA 

 
10th September 2013 
5.30pm for the AGM  

6pm for the Main Meeting 
7.30 Close 

 
‘The Contribution of Human Rights to a Vision for Scotland’s Future’ 

 
In considering this question of values, human dignity and the permissions and 
protections of law the constitutional status of human rights will have to be identified. 
Equally, for human rights to have meaning they must, as described in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights have effect 'in the small places', in everyday life and 
where people work, learn take their leisure and receive public services. 

 
1. Welcome 
 
2. Apologies 
 
3. Minutes of last meeting (Accuracy & Matters Arising) 
 
4. 6pm Speakers 

4.1. Roseanna Cunningham MSP, Minister for Community Safety and Legal 
Affairs (Human Rights) will describe Scottish Governments commitment to 
human rights in everyday life, on the international stage and in terms of 
current and potential constitutional protections. This contribution will set out 
the Government vision for Scotland’s future and the place of human rights in 
informing that vision. 

 
4.2. Kate Ramsden, Children’s Rights Officer will present views on the 

passage of the Children and Young People’s Bill and give an insight into 
Children’s Rights in Practice. She will offer a perspective on how the policy 
aims of the Bill can be translated into a reality in children’s lives.  

 
4.3. Jim Persons, Alzheimers Scotland will present a human rights based 

approach to dementia care. Their work illustrates the positive impact of a 
human rights based approach in care planning and everyday life. 

 
4.4. Reflections and discussion 
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5. 7 pm Emma Hutton the Equality and Diversity Forum The importance of 
human rights in people’s everyday lives is not well understood, with limited 
understanding of how human rights act as a safety net to benefit and protect us 
all. Raising awareness of this is an important step in enabling rights-holders to 
exercise their rights and duty-bearers to realize their responsibilities. A new 
Communications Hub will support civil society organisations tell the story of how 
human rights affect and benefit the people they support, helping to raise 
awareness of the value of human rights among the wider population. 
 
5.1. Reflections and discussion 

 
 

6. Donm 
6.1. 10th December – Scotland’s National Action Plan on Human Rights will be 

launched on this date, International Human Rights Day. The CPG on Human 
Rights will invite MSP’s and external individuals and organisations to attend 
an event chaired by Professor Allan Miller, Chair of SHRC to reflect on the 
plan and its impact on human rights in Scotland. 
 

 
 

 


